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IDH 3931: The Origins of Language 

AN (UN)COMMON WRITES HONORS COURSE 

 
LITTLE HALL: 0119 WEDNESDAY PERIOD 5 11:45 – 12:35 

DR. PATRICK SCANLON pscanlon@ufl.edu  

OFFICE HOURS: WEDNESDAYS 1-2 AND BY APPOINTMENT: TURLINGTON 232

Course Description      
With a special mix of disciplines—

Linguistics, Biology, Anthropology, 

Psychology and Religion—we will approach 

that most elusive question through which 

humanity assumes its exalted status: How 

did language emerge? To explore such an 

enigmatic event, our method must double: 

We will thus explore respective theories 

while experiencing their effects on and in 

writing. In other words, to understand how 

language may have happened, we must also 

attend to how it happens or is currently 

happening—in speech, thought, sense and 

dream. 

Student Learning Outcomes 
By the end of the course, students will 

• Create a writing based portfolio on topi 

• Demonstrate an understanding of the 

select genres that describe the origin of 

language 

 

 

 

• Identify in some measure and develop 

their individual authorial voice 

• Understand how to provide and receive 

constructive feedback 

• Participate in a supportive writing 

community 

• Engage in extensive revision processes 

leading to a polished final draft 
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Assignments and Grading

Assignments Points 

Participation Active 
engagement in 
discussions, 
demonstrated 
understanding of reading 

200 

Vade Mecum (Journal) 
Polished final draft 

400 
 

 

Weekly Writing 
Assignments 
Thoughtful drafted work 

300 
 
 
 

Peer Feedback 
Constructive feedback for 
classmates 

100 
 
 

Total Possible Points 1000 

 

 

Grading Scale 

 
It is this course’s policy NOT to round 

grades up or down. An 89.9 is a B+. 
 
A minimum grade of B is required to earn 
Academic points towards your Honors 
Completion Requirements. Once you 
have earned your final grade in this 
course, please upload the course 
information and final grade from your 
Unofficial Transcript into your Honors 
Canvas Cohort: Honors Completion 
module to earn Honors Milestone / 
Completion credit.

 
 
 
 
 
 

A 4.0 94-100 940-1000 
A- 3.67 90-93 900-929 
B+ 3.33 87-89 870-899 
B 3.0 84-86 840-869 
B-  2.67 80-83 800-829 
C+ 2.33 77-79 770-799 
C 2.0 74-76  740-769 
C- 1.67  70-73 700-729 
D+ 1.33  67-69 670-699 
D 1.0   64-66 640-669 
D- 0.67  60-623 600-629 
E    0.00  0-59 0-599 
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Course Policies and Procedures
 

Attendance 

Attendance is required. Students are 
allowed two unexcused absences 
without penalty. On the third and 
subsequent absences, 25 points per 
absence will be deduced from the final 
grade in the class. Excused absences 

consist only of those absences due to 

university-sponsored events, such as 

athletics and band, religious holidays, 

quarantine, illness, or serious family 

emergencies. Absences related to 

university-sponsored events must be 

discussed with me prior to the date that will 

be missed. For absences due to quarantine 

or illness, I may require a signed doctor’s 

note. 

Please note: If students are absent, it is 

their responsibility to make themselves 

aware of all due dates. If absent due to a 

scheduled event, students are still 

responsible for turning assignments in on 

time.   

 

Tardiness: If students enter class after roll 

has been taken, they are late, which 

disrupts the entire class. Two instances of 

tardiness count as one absence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due Dates 

All assignments are due on Canvas at the 

date and time specified in the schedule. If 
you need more time to complete an 
assignment, please come talk to me as 
early as possible before the assignment is 
due so that we can arrange an 
accommodation that will prioritize your 
success and time management. If you 
have not prearranged an extension, late 
assignments are penalized 10% for each 
calendar day. If you have a reason that 
you feel I should waive late points, please 
contact me to discuss this matter as soon 
as possible. These requests will be 
considered on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Course Materials 
All content will be provided by the professor, 
uploaded to canvas. Please bring a simple 
notebook & whether nicely bound or bought 
from the drugstore, this object will become 
something resembling that indispensable 
item of the ancient & medieval worlds, the 
Vade Mecum. Literally meaning “go with me,” 
this handoook & guide will inspire, as well as 
account for our encounters with the 
mysteries of writing.  
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Course Policies and Procedures
 
Classroom Demeanor and Conduct 
This class is a safe space for open, 
engaging thought and discussion. The 
more you participate, the more you will 
get from this course. I welcome 
different—and even controversial—points 
of view, as long as they are presented in a 
respectful manner. Please remember 
that one of the norms of the academic 
discourse community is respect for 
others' racial, ethnic, and class 
backgrounds, religious and political 
beliefs, sexual orientations, and gender 
identities and abilities. This norm should 
be respected in your written work, as well 
as in class discussion.  I invite you to 
challenge yourselves and see what lively, 
thoughtful discussion—and writing— you 
will accomplish as a result. 

To foster a respectful environment, 
please turn cell phones off and put them 
away.  If you have a personal emergency 
and must keep your phone on one day, 
please discuss it with the instructor 
before class. Please bring a computer or 
tablet to class each day. 
 
Please do not pack up your belongings 
until I am done speaking. If you respect 
my time in class, I will respect yours by 
making sure we do not go over our 
allotted time.  
 
 

 

Office Hours and Writing Studio 
Please come to my office hours if you 
have any questions about assignments, 
course policies or other concerns. My 
door is open even if you just want to have 
a chat and vent about the stresses of 
college! I am an excellent resource and 
am happy to steer you in the right 
direction with assignments before you 
turn them in.  If you have a conflict with 
my office hours, please let me know and 
we can schedule a time to meet. The 
Writing Studio also offers one-on-one 
assistance for writing projects and is 
available to students of all levels.  
 
 
 
Evaluations 
Evaluations are the most effective way for 
you to provide feedback about the course 
and ensure that I am meeting the needs 
of UF students. Please fill out the 
evaluations on the quality of instruction in 
this course based on 10 criteria. These 
evaluations are conducted online at 
https://evaluations.ufl.edu. Evaluations 
are typically open during the last two or 
three weeks of the semester, but 
students will be given specific times 
when they are open and time in class to 
fill them out. Summary results of these 
assessments are available to students at 
https://evaluations.ufl.edu
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Student Resources
 
Students with Disabilities                            The 
University of Florida complies with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. Students 
requesting classroom accommodation must 
register with the Dean of Students Office. The 
Dean of Students Office will provide 
documentation to the student who must 
provide this documentation to me when 
requesting accommodation. It is important 
to me to provide an accessible learning 
environment for all my students Please let 
me know what I can do to make your 
experience in this course a success.  
 
 
 
 
Students in Distress                                      For 
guidance during distressing situations, please 
contact U Matter We Care or the Dean of 
Students Office. They can help students 
navigate resources and academic procedures 
for personal, medical, and academic issues.  
U Matter We Care: http://umatter.ufl.edu, 
umatter@ufl.edu, 352-294-2273 

(CARE)Dean of Students: https://dso.ufl.edu/, 
202 Peabody Hall, (352) 392-1261 

Counseling and Wellness Center: 
https://counseling.ufl.edu/, 3190 Radio Road, 
(352) 392-1575 

• Field and Fork Pantry: 
https://fieldandfork.ufl.edu/, located near 
McCarty B, 352-294-2208 

• Student Health Care Center: 
http://shcc.ufl.edu/, multiple locations, 
(352) 392-1161 

• Aid-a-Gator: 
https://www.sfa.ufl.edu/aidagator/,      S-
107 Criser Hall, (352) 392-1275 

•  

Academic Resources 

• Honors Program: 201 Walker Hall, 
352-92-1519. For an honors advisor, 
email: advisor@honors.ufl.edu. Need 
an Honors advising appointment? 
Schedule via Microsoft 
Bookings:                                                  https
://bit.ly/ufhonorsadvising 

• E-learning technical support:           
Contact the UF Computing Help Desk 
at 352-392-4357 or via e-mail at 
helpdesk@ufl.edu.  

• Library Support: Various ways to 
receive assistance with respect to 
using the libraries or finding resources. 

• Career Connections Center: Reitz 
Union Suite 1300, 352-392-1601. 
Career assistance and counseling 
services.  

• Teaching Center: Broward Hall, 352-
392-2010 or to make an appointment 
352- 392-6420. General study skills 
and tutoring.  

• Writing Studio: 2215 Turlington Hall, 
352-846-1138. Help brainstorming, 
formatting, and writing papers.  

• Student Complaints On-Campus: Visit 
the Student Honor Code and Student 
Conduct Code webpage for more 
information.

http://umatter.ufl.edu/
mailto:umatter@ufl.edu
https://dso.ufl.edu/
https://counseling.ufl.edu/
https://fieldandfork.ufl.edu/
http://shcc.ufl.edu/
https://www.sfa.ufl.edu/aidagator/
mailto:advisor@honors.ufl.edu
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fufhonorsadvising&data=05%7C02%7Cdarby.walters%40ufl.edu%7C7812e0350d384bac994e08dd30be9a39%7C0d4da0f84a314d76ace60a62331e1b84%7C0%7C0%7C638720317359340194%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w63Xp%2FYbYcMHGSjzWDONYm%2F5SiQ1mCLFocOJZ0aHgMM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fufhonorsadvising&data=05%7C02%7Cdarby.walters%40ufl.edu%7C7812e0350d384bac994e08dd30be9a39%7C0d4da0f84a314d76ace60a62331e1b84%7C0%7C0%7C638720317359340194%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w63Xp%2FYbYcMHGSjzWDONYm%2F5SiQ1mCLFocOJZ0aHgMM%3D&reserved=0
http://helpdesk.ufl.edu/
http://helpdesk.ufl.edu/
mailto:helpdesk@ufl.edu.
https://cms.uflib.ufl.edu/ask
https://career.ufl.edu/
https://teachingcenter.ufl.edu/
file:///C:/Users/micke/Downloads/writing.ufl.edu/writing-studio/
https://sccr.dso.ufl.edu/policies/student-honor-%20code-student-conduct-code/
https://sccr.dso.ufl.edu/policies/student-honor-%20code-student-conduct-code/
https://sccr.dso.ufl.edu/policies/student-honor-%20code-student-conduct-code/
https://sccr.dso.ufl.edu/policies/student-honor-%20code-student-conduct-code/
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School Policies and Addendums 
Class Recording Policy 

The State of Florida has passed a law regarding the recording of classes by students.  
• A Student may record a class lecture for three specified purposes as outlined in 

House Bill 233/Section 1004.097, Florida Statutes: 
1. For the student’s own personal educational use; 
2. In connection with a complaint to the University where the recording is made 
3. As evidence in, or in preparation for, a criminal or civil proceeding. 

• Students may audio or video record a class lecture for a class in which the student 
is enrolled. Students do not need advance permission, or to provide notice, to 
record. 

• A class lecture is defined as an educational presentation delivered by faculty 
(instructor of record) or guest lecturer, as part of a University of Florida course, 
intended to inform or teach enrolled students about a particular subject. Lecture is 
inclusive of faculty-led discussions that are integrated into the educational 
presentation.  

• A class lecture does not include lab sessions, student presentations, clinical 
presentations such as patient history, academic exercises involving student 
participation, assessments (quizzes, tests, exams), field trips, private 
conversations between students in the class or between a student and the faculty 
or lecturer during a class session.  

• A recording of a class lecture may not be published without the consent of the 
lecturer.  

o Publish is defined as sharing, transmitting, circulating, distributing, or 
providing access to a Recording, regardless of format or medium, to another 
person (or persons), including but not limited to another student within the 
same class section.   

o A recording, or transcript of the recording, is considered to be published if it 
is posted on or uploaded to, in whole or part, any media platform, including 
but not limited to social media, book, magazine, newspaper or leaflet.    

• A student who publishes a recording without written consent may be subject to a 
civil cause of action instituted by a person injured by the publication and/or 
discipline under UF Regulation 4.040 Student Honor Code and Student Conduct 
Code. 
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School Policies and Addendums (Ctnd.) 
Academic Honesty 

As a University of Florida student, your performance is governed by the UF Student Honor Code, 
(https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/advising/info/student-honor-code.aspx). The Honor Code 
requires Florida students to neither give nor receive unauthorized aid in completing all assignments. 
Violations include cheating, plagiarism, bribery, and misrepresentation, all defined in detail at the above 
site. The University Writing Program takes plagiarism very seriously and treats instances of plagiarism 
as dishonesty and as a failure to comply with the scholarly requirements of this course. You commit 
plagiarism when you present the ideas or words of someone else as your own. If you are unsure if what 
you are doing is considered academic dishonesty, ask your instructor before turning in an assignment.  
Plagiarism is a serious violation of the Student Honor Code. The Honor Code prohibits and defines 
plagiarism as follows:  

Plagiarism. A student shall not represent as the student’s own work all or any portion of the 
work of another. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to:  
1. Quoting oral or written materials including but not limited to those found on the internet, 
whether published or unpublished, without proper attribution.  
2. Submitting a document or assignment which in whole or in part is identical or substantially 
identical to a document or assignment not authored by the student.  

  
Cheating is defined as using or attempting to use “unauthorized materials or resources in any academic 
activity for academic advantage or benefit”. Cheating includes use of “entities” to complete work.  
  

1. Using any materials or resources prepared by another person or Entity without the other 
person or Entity’s express Consent or without proper attribution to the other person or Entity.  
2. Using any materials or resources, through any medium, which the Faculty has not given 
express permission to use and that may confer an academic benefit to a Student.  
5. Collaborating with another person or Entity, through any medium, on any academic activity, 
when Faculty has expressly prohibited collaboration.  
6. Commissioning or seeking to commission another person or Entity, with or without 
compensation, to produce or complete academic work or to impersonate a student in any 
academic activity.  

  
  
All assignments should not use an Entity for class assignments unless given explicity permission to do 
so. Each student’s work will be tested for originality against a wide variety of databases by anti-
plagiarism sites to which the University subscribes, and negative reports from such sites may constitute 
proof of plagiarism. Some (but not all!) examples of plagiarism are copying-and-pasting anything from 
the Internet without proper quotation, citation, or attributive tags, and using work you have previously 
submitted without permission from the instructor.  
  

If you commit academic dishonesty, the instructor will submit the incident to the Dean of Students 
Office as an Honor Code violation.   

https://catalog.ufl.edu/ugrad/current/advising/info/student-honor-code.aspx
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Tentative Class Schedule  

(Please refer to Canvas for updates) 

Week 1      

No Class                                                                                                                                                 

 

Week 2    

8/27 

 “Living Like Weasels” = Annie Dillard 

 How the encounter necessitates different language –  

• 1 page on your specific interest in origin 

 

Week 3                                                                                                                                                     

9/3 

Read: The Wedding Dress: “Bewilderment” = Fannie Howe  

How bewilderment can function as a method –  

• 1-2 pages on Bewilderment as an origin 

 

Week 4     

9/10 

Read: Trilce = Cesar Vallejo 

How the poem prepares the portal –  

•  

 

Week 5                                                                                                                                                      

9/17 

Read: The Sacrament of Language: An archeology of the oath = Gorgio Agamben 

 How grammar opens and closes an experience of the origin –  

• 1 page on your focus for final project 

 

Week 6   

9/24 

Read: Eric Gans Anthropological origins = “Irony at the Scene” 

 How the magical is before & beyond science –  

• Presentation on project idea  

 

Week 7    

10/1 

Read: Hilma af Klint & the Glorious Vision  

 How the image implores perception conditioning a certain origin –  

 * Reflection in water & glass/metal 
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Week 8                                                                                                                                                      

10/8 

Read:: Wassily Kandinsky & the Golden Ratio 

 How the geometry garners the natural world –  

• Shadow & its analog 

 

Week 9                                                                                                                                                     

10/15 

• Bring in a small text/image that contains or concerns the origin  

• Tell us why and how 

Week 10                                                                                                                                                      

10/22  

• Origin through spiritual psychology: Read Trungpa’s “Abhidharma” 

 

Week 11                                                                                                                                                      

10/29 

Read: Read Korzybski and “Nietzsche”  

• Designing experiment to access the origin 

 

Week 12                                                                                                                                                     

11/5 

• Psychoanalysis and the origin: Read Adam Phillips “On Worry” 

• Notate on how children develop with and through language 

 

Week 13                                                                                                                                                    

11/12 

Field trip around campus looking for origins 

 

Week 14     

11/19 

• FINAL PRESENTATION PART 1 

 

 

THANKSGIVING BREAK 

 

Week 15                                                                                                                                                    

12/3 

• FINAL PRESENTATION PART 2 
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